enced.
The first three chapters are devoted to methods of recording information, of measuring pressures and of detecting shunts, and are followed by a lucid explanation of the principles underlying the calculation of cardiac output and shunts. Technical details of angiocardiographic equipment and of cardiac catheters are well covered, and there are three helpful and informative chapters on the practical aspects of catheterization. Two chapters follow on angiocardiography, a brief mention of anesthesia, a chapter on complications and a most interesting final section in which the assessment of results is discussed at length. Very sensibly, the radiographs have all been grouped at the end to make an atlas, in which there are examples of various catheter positions and angiocardiograms showing most of the lesions encountered, although coronary arteriography is surprisingly omitted. The standard of reproduction is excellent. No postgraduate entering the field of cardiology, as physician, surgeon or radiologist can afford to be without this book. SIMON 
REES
Great Teachers of Surgery in the Past A collection of articles from Brit. J. Surg. 1964-68 pp 147 illustrated cloth 37s 6d paper 30s Bristol: John Wright 1969 Each article in this fascinating book is written by someone who worked with and knew the subject personally, or at least was in a very good position to give a brief personal account of the man and his life. There is no set form to the articles. Most of them are about general surgeons; but specialists are included and many pioneered the development of their particular specialty. This short volume is thus unique. It begins (alphabetically) with McNeil Love's article on Hamilton Bailey, a man who directly and indirectly probably brought enlightenment to more students of surgery than any other. Then comes Girling B(all by Paterson Ross (with a candid camera shot of Ball lecturing), Seymour Barling, James Berry, Hugh Cairns, Choyce, Fairbank, Ernest Finch . . . and so on through a list of distinguished men, who are described with affection, respect and humour. Pictures of other people come in: the Court of Examiners in Birmingham; Russians with Gordon Taylor; sons of surgeons now following their fathers' footsteps; the Moynihan Club with Grey Turner; the Council of the College with Cuthbert Wallace; Hugh Owen Thomas with Robert Jones; surgeons when they were young and when they were old. My only regret is that this book is too short, and too many outstanding men have not been included. All surgeons, students of surgery and medical biographers of our times should possess it. ALAN Although change is a constant and fundamental feature of infectious disease many factors, such as the increase in host resistance consequent upon higher standards of physical well-being, particularly in children, the success of immunization in controlling diseases such as diphtheria and poliomyelitis, and the advent of a vast range of chemotherapeutic drugs, have all contrived to bring about an unprecedented alteration in their pattern and have engendered a state of euphoria in which it is too readily assumed that all the problems of infection have been solved. Thus, mention is seldom made of the fact that of approximately 500 cases of acute meningococcal infection notified each year in England & Wales, one-fifth prove fatal. Nor has the rather gloomy position in regard to infections of the alimentary
